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all over Europe, and was performed
simultaneously at three London
theatres.

He was then invited to. come to
London and write another opera to be
produced at Co vent Garden. Although
Weber had been warned by his doctor
that he should go away for a few months
to a warmer climate, he was so anxious
to make money for his family that he
accepted the offer. He reached London
in March, 1826, when he immediately
set to work on his new opera " Oberon,"
which was performed about five weeks
later. As well as working on his opera,
Weber had given several concerts in
London, but his already delicate con-
stitution could not stand up to the
strain and he died in June, 1826, barely
forty years old.

Another distinguished romantic com-
poser of opera was the German-Jew,
Giacomo Meyerbeer (1791-1864), who
spent the greater part of his life in
Paris (although as Royal Director of
Opera at Berlin much of his time was

spent in that capital) writing for the
Paris stage, and therefore he may be
said to represent French opera rather
than German. Like all other romantics,
he chose weird and picturesque subjects
as seen in his operas " The Huguenots "
and " Robert the Devil."

Weber's follower, and the greatest of
all German composers of opera, was
Richard Wagner (1813-1883), who was
born at Leipzig at a time when that
city was struggling to free its country
from Napoleon. Young Wagner was
fascinated by Greek mythology and
worshipped Shakespeare, but, unlike
many of the great composers, he
displayed no very special gifts as a
young man. In fact, when he began
his career as a humble theatre conductor
he had to learn the job as he went
along.

From the first, however, he dreamed
of accomplishing wonderful things.
After experience and study had equipped
him with the necessary technique to
execute the projects of his ever-vivid

A  SCENE  IN VERDI'S OPERA  " IL TROVATORE"
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Scene I., Act II., of " II Trovatore " is set in a gipsy encampment in the Biscayan mountains.
The picturesque and colourful surroundings are such as to impress any audience, as can be
understood from the above illustration.   Giuseppe Verdi was born in 1813, and lived till 1901,
" II Trovatore " was first performed as long ago as 1852.